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Thunderbird Brass is the Vancouver-based international collaborative effort of Matheus 
Moraes (trumpet), Silas Friesen (trumpet), Kristin Ranshaw (horn), Kevin Jackson (trombone), 
and Takumi Hayashi (tuba). At home across styles from classical to Star Wars, each of their 
members are also accomplished performers in their own right, having played with the 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, Petrobras Symphony Orchestra (Brazil), Saskatoon Jazz 
Orchestra, Band of the Ceremonial Guard, the 15th Field Royal Canadian Artillery Band, 
Tommy Banks, Allen Vizzutti, and more. Their flexibility and professionalism is suited well for 
any events, including weddings, corporate parties, holiday events, and private functions. 
 
Individual Bios:  
Kevin Jackson is a Vancouver based trombonist who recently moved from southern Alberta. 
He is currently in the second year of his Masters of Music at UBC where he studies orchestral 
trombone performance. Although Kevin is training classically he is equally comfortable in a jazz 
big band or combo setting. He has had the opportunity to have lessons with jazz masters such as 
Al Kay, Delfeayo Marsalis, and Wycliffe Gordon. Kevin currently plays in several different 
ensembles within the City of Vancouver including UBC’s Symphonic Wind Ensemble, 
Symphony Orchestra, and Jazz Ensemble. Outside of UBC Kevin can be heard with the Kodiak 
Brass Quintet, and the 45th Avenue Jazz Band. As a founder of many groups back in Alberta, 
Kevin is excited to continue his journey on the West coast and looks forward to playing in as 
many different genres as he can. 
 
Born and raised in Calgary, Kristin Ranshaw has been playing the horn since 2007. Her 
formal music education began in 2013 at the University of Lethbridge, and while in the city she 
began her professional career with a fourth horn position in the Lethbridge Symphony 
Orchestra. After two years she made the decision to transfer to UBC to complete her degree, and 
in 2015 auditioned and was accepted into the UBC School of music. While in Vancouver she has 
been fortunate to have played with: the Pacific Baroque Mentorship Orchestra, the Vancouver 
Metropolitan Orchestra, the Kamloops Symphony Orchestra, and the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra. Kristin graduated from UBC in 2018, and has returned this year as a graduate student 
in orchestral performance. In the summertime, Kristin works as a musician in the Canadian 
Armed forces in Ottawa, where she plays daily on Parliament hill as a member of the Band of the 
Ceremonial Guard. 
 
Silas Friesen is a multi-instrumentalist, arranger, and composer from a musical family of 
eight. He is active in both classical and jazz idioms, having performed with Jim Brenan, Tommy 
Banks, the Saskatoon Jazz Orchestra, and the National Youth Band of Canada, among others. 
Silas has also arranged for the Saskatoon Jazz Orchestra, directs the Silas Friesen Group, and has 
appeared as a soloist with the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra and the University of Saskatchewan 
Wind Orchestra. At the completion of his studies at the U of S, Silas received the Haslam Medal 
for the top graduate in the College of Arts and Science, and is the 2017 winner of the Saskatoon 
Music Festival’s Kinsmen Instrumental Scholarship and the SMFA Guy Few Brass Award for the 
top brass player in the province. He studies at UBC with trumpeter Larry Knopp and arranger 
Fred Stride. 
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Matheus Moraes is a trumpet player from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil pursuing graduate studies 
with Larry Knopp at UBC. His career started when he was accepted into Rio de Janeiro Federal 
University at the age of 16, and at 17 joined St Cecilia Municipal Band and Young Brazilian 
Symphony Orchestra. In the years following, his work has been marked by experience in styles 
including orchestra and wind band, opera, musical theater, chamber, baroque, jazz, pop, rock, 
reggae, Latin, indie and folk music. Notable performances include the Brazilian staging of 
Fiddler on the Roof (2012 Shell Award, Best Music), brass section leader for Bloco do Sargento 
Pimenta (five Golden Serpentine Awards, People's Choice, Best Carnival Block), Pedras & 
Sonhos CD with indie rock band El Efecto (Brazilian Music Award, 2015, nominated) and 
Petrobras Symphony Orchestra's Ventura national tour as 1st trumpet. Matheus is currently 
section leader for UBC Orchestra and UBC Symphonic Winds. 
 
Takumi Hayashi 
Takumi Hayashi is currently in his second year of his performance undergraduate degree at the 
UBC School of Music, where he studies under Peder MacLellan. He also holds a diploma from 
the Langley Fine Arts School. Previously, Takumi has held positions with the Vancouver Youth 
Symphony and the Fraser Valley Wind Ensemble. Takumi is currently acting as principle tuba in 
the UBC Symphonic Wind Ensemble. 


